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Sola Fide – Is Faith Alone Enough? 

~ Densil Samte 

For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

~ Eph. 2:8,9 [NKJV] 

 

One of the basic Foundational Biblical Principles of the Church and 

central to many a teaching is Sola Fide – by faith alone. While Faith is at the 

very core of a Christian life, the principle Sola Fide – by faith alone needs to be 

understood in many other perspectives as well. It should not be taken as a 

standalone principle. It has to be understood in the light of Grace, in the light of 

Christ who died for our sins. 

 

By grace, we have been saved through faith and that not of ourselves. 

What is ‘that’ here which is ‘not of ourselves’? It continues to say that it is the 

gift of God and not of works. The ‘that’ and the ‘gift of God, not of works’ here 

must be referring to salvation by faith. That faith is a gift of God and not faith 

that is born out of our intellect. A faith which is not a product of our thought 

system or a product of our works. But a faith which is brought by the Holy 

Spirit. A faith that is gifted to us. And that faith produces work. That faith sets a 

believer in action to do good (Eph. 2:10). A faith that sets a believer to Love 

God and love even his enemies. Paul was not telling us that no work is 

necessary for salvation. He is only telling us that we cannot earn salvation by 

our good deeds. He is telling us that our good deeds are not enough. Our 

good deeds would have to be a product of faith – a faith that we receive from 

God as a gift. 

 

To bring it into this perspective, let’s also take a look at James 2:14&17 

which says: “what good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to 

have faith by has no deeds? Can such faith save them? …. faith by itself, if it is 

not accompanied by action, is dead.”’ James was not comparing or contrasting 

Faith and Work here. He was coalescing them together. He continues to say in 

verse 18, “Show me your faith without deed, and I will show you my faith by my 

deeds.” He did not say “Show me your faith without deeds and I will show you 

may deeds without faith” He rather said, “I will show you my faith with my 

deeds.” He saw the inseparability of faith and deed. Our good intentions are 

not enough. Our words are not enough. What is required is literal action. 

Someone once said, “Words serve me, actions serve others”. James is also 

not giving precedence of one over the other. That would be incomplete. Faith 

and actions or deeds are not even complementary. Deeds are not 

supplements of faith either. Deeds complement Faith.  

And in Phillipians 2:12b it says, “work out your own salvation with fear  
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Today’s Verse: Phil. 2:12b – ...tua ka umlou 
lai a zong thu na man zel mabangun, zau leh 
chitun pumin na hundamna chiet uh semkhie 
un. 
[NKJV]….but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 

 
TODAY’S  PROGRAMME 

16.07.2017 [Time: 2:00-3:30 PM] 

 

 
NEXT  SUNDAY’S  PROGRAMME 
23.07.2017 [Time: 2:00-3:30 PM] 

 

 

 

 
Ngetna le theihsakna 

Youth Dept in ZCF Sports ciang a jat ding T-
Shirt ki bol som a hih na ah kuapeuh min list le 
mimal size ciat submit din iki ngen hi. List 
submit na di te: 
1. Munirka Area - Siamboi Shoute and David 
2. Safmalrai - John Mang 
3. Kishangarh – K.C. Ngaihte 
4. Vasant Vihar and RK Puram - Hoihkim 
5. Gurgaon and Noida - Khualpu  
6. Area dang teng – S. Hanglamthang  
Date 25 july tan in pia kim ciat din ki ngen 
hang ei.....  

2:00-2:25 Praise & Worship : P&W team 
2:25-3:10 Message : Rev G.K. Samte 
3:10-3:15 Special No. : GMB, Lun Mung,  
3:15-3:18 Offertory Prayer : Pa Benjamin Samte 
3:18-3:23 Announcement : If any 
3:23-3:28 Hymn : P&W team 
3:28-3:30 Closing Prayer : Pa Kamlianmang 

2:00-2:25 Praise & Worship : P&W team 
2:25-3:10 Message : Asst. Pastor B. Nelson 
3:10-3:18 Special No. : GMB, Lun Mung,  
3:18-3:20 Offertory Prayer : Pa Khamchinlian 

Tombing 
3:20-3:23 Announcement : If any 
3:23-3:28 Hymn : P&W team 
3:28-3:30 Closing Prayer : Pa Arup Roy  

LAST SUNDAY COLLECTION (09.07.2017) 
 

Tithe 33,236/- 
Sunday Collection 2,190/- 
Faith Promise 2,000/- 
Anntangpham 850/- 

Total 38,276/- 

Ushers for the month of July 2017: Lia Muankim leh Tg Lalang 
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and trembling;” If salvation be not by works, how is it that we have to ‘work out’ our salvation? Salvation is a gift of God. 

There’s no doubt about that. He is the one who gave His only begotten son so that we may be saved. However, that 

salvation needs to be worked out with fear and trembling through faith.  A working and living faith, a faith which is not dead 

is what we need. A faith which knows the fear of the Lord. A faith that is trembling before the Lord. A faith that is trembling 

before the Lord. A faith that is, however, drawn by love to this awesome God. A faith which is able to forgive and love one’s 

enemies. A faith that touches the very core of the heart and delights in the Lord and meditate on his law day and night (Ps 

1:2). A faith which that justifies us (Rom 3:28) and yet humbles us before the Lord. 

 

In verse 13, he continues to say that it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. Our 

faith in action is not in accordance with our will. It is also not to fulfill our desires. Once we are saved and by faith and the 

Holy Spirit dwells in us, it is no longer about us. It is no longer our lives. It is God who now works in us. He changes our will, 

changes our desires, changes our wants, changes our thoughts, and changes our actions. And all these is done not so that 

our desires or our wants are fulfilled, but so that God’s purpose in our lives are fulfilled. And all these work that we do to 

fulfill his purpose is working out our salvation. We do all these, not so much so that we will be saved. We do all these 

because we are saved. And we can’t not only do otherwise but we also have to do them without grumbling or arguing, 

without complaining and disputing (v.14). 

 

Why is it important that we work out our salvation? The generation we live in is a perverse and crooked generation 

(Deut 32:5). How much more crooked and perverse this present generation that we live in. In this generation, we are the 

light of the world (Matt. 5:14). And doing all these things without complaining and disputing, without grumbling or arguing will 

make us blameless and harmless. It will make us children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 

generation. It would make us shine among our generation like stars in the sky (v. 15 NIV). To shine among our generation 

could mean different things to different people in different walks of life. And this is possible only when God works in us 

through faith to fulfill his purpose. A working and living faith that bears the fruits of the spirit (Gal. 5:22) 

 

Hence the question: Sola Fide – Is Faith Alone Enough? 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

EC a pan 

 

ZCF (D) Year Planner dan a 23.07.2017 pen Holy Communion Service ding chi hinanleh, I Pawlpi a Senior Pastor 

damsiang man nailou ding a tuat ahi ziehin July ha sunga Sunday programme ni – Pastor’s Appreciation Day 09.07.2017 

leh Holy communion Service 23.07.2017 pen Pasian deisahna toh hun lemchang zaw leh nopzaw ding mu kinepna a nidang 

khat a ding a suan ahi. 

 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

ZCF (D) Ladies Department Prayer Meeting 

 

Ani: 12th August, 2017 (2nd Saturday)  

Ahun: 02.0 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

Amun: Nu Vunghauniang te’ inn, South Enclave, Dakshinpuri Extension,  

144/75 Near Dr. Ambedkar Nagar Police Station, New Delhi-110062 

Nearest Metro Station: Malviya Nagar, 

Ph. No. 9711367342  

Conductor: Pi Ngehnu    

Facilitator for the Biblical Study: Rev. B Nelson, Assistant Pastor. Koipou James 1: 21-27 sung simchiet diingin Pasian min 

in eki chiel hi. 

For news item or suggestion: send SMS to 9582580095, 9818538122 or mail at: jmangte@gmail.com  or  gsnaulak@gmail.com 

 


